Assyrian Temples and Palaces
two girls, with firm step and erect carriage, are just the top of the mound, with the water-jar on their s! or a bundle of brushwood on their heads. On all si apparently issuing from under ground, are long wild-looking beings, with dishevelled hair, their li] half concealed by a short lopse shirt, some jumj capering, and all hurrying to and fro shouting like ] Each one carries a basket, and as he reaches the ed mound, or some convenient spot near, empties its raising at the same time a cloud of dust. He the: at the top of his speed, dancing and yelling as be: flourishing his basket over his head; again he disappears in the bowels of the earth, from wl emerged. These are the workmen employed in rem< rubbish from the ruins.
"We will descend into the principal trench, by a steps rudely cut into the earth, near the western fa mound. . . . We descend about twenty feet, and find ourselves between a pair of colossal lions, wii human-headed, forming a portal. ... In the raneous labyrinth which we have reached, all and confusion. Arabs are running about in differc tions; some bearing baskets filled with earth, others the water-jars to their companions. The Chaldaeani their striped dresses and curious conical caps, ar< with picks into the tenacious earth, raising a dense fine dust at every stroke. The wild strains of Kurd may be heard occasionally issuing from some dista] the ruins, and if they are caught by the parties at ^